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Case Study
Amy.


As a group, risks assess Amy and discuss what plan of action you would take to keep Amy safe.

Amy is a 16 years of old, identifies as a white female, and lives with her mother and step-father.  Amy’s real father died when she was 11, nine months after he died she disclosed that he had sexually abused her.  Amy’s mother and step-father drink a lot and in the past have found it difficult to provide boundaries for Amy and her younger sisters.  Amy has been in trouble with the Police in the past, which resulted in her being arrested for some minor offences.  Typically Amy would stay out late and was often found drunk in the street or at friend’s houses.  During this time Amy’s mother wanted Amy removed from her care as she said she couldn’t control her. 

Over the last 12 months Amy’s behaviour has improved a lot and she has not been in any trouble in that time.  During that time Amy has been in a relationship with an older male, Liam, who is 29.  Concerns have been raised abut Amy’s relationship with Liam as he sent explicit images of Amy to his friend.  These images were seen by his friend’s wife and sent to the police.  As a result Children’s Services were informed.  Amy has stated that Liam sent these images with her full knowledge and consent.

Amy’s parents have said that they don’t understand the fuss over the images as Liam is a nice lad who has been a good influence on Amy.  Her behaviour has improved and she doesn’t see any of her old friends who were a bad influence.  Professionals, however, have expressed concern that Amy spends all her time with Liam, has disengaged from school and all her friends.  They have noted that it has become extremely difficult to see Amy on her own without Liam being present.  Amy has started wearing new clothes, when asked where they have come from she has stated that Liam buys them for her.

The police have informed Children’s Services that concerns have been raised about Liam’s interest in younger girls in the past.  18 months ago the parents of a 15 year old girl called the police as he had sent an indecent image of himself to her phone.  Despite this evidence he was not prosecuted, the girl involved stated that she had not had a sexual relationship with Liam although the family and professionals involved believe it likely.  Liam has previously been convicted of a number of offences ranging from theft to assault.  The police believe Liam is involved in the trafficking and sale of illegal drugs as he has been linked to a number of persons of interest in this respect.

