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Task 2:  Case study
[bookmark: _Toc500332824][bookmark: _Toc500334236][bookmark: _Toc500334424]Task 2 – case study (parts 1 and 2)
(NB Part 1 of this case study was used in session 2, signs and indicators, it is now included below.  Re-read part 1 as well as part 2 to remind yourselves of the concerns).
[bookmark: _Hlk193709082]Part 1 – A reminder
Simon is an 8-year-old boy. He is White Welsh. Simon lives at home with his mother and father.   There is a history of father physically and emotionally abusing mother which appears to have stopped since father stopped abusing alcohol.  Mother has had some mental health issues in the past.
A boy in Simon’s class reported that Simon keeps touching the boy’s groin over his clothes during class and in breaktimes, the boy said he is worried because Simon has started to follow him to the toilet and asks to come into the cubicle with him. Simon’s class teacher has seen Simon picking up crayons and putting them in his mouth quite often recently. When the teacher asked Simon what he was doing he said “sucking it off”.
Simon has been at the same school for a number of years and no concerns have been raised before. However, Simon’s class teacher has recently started to see a change in Simon’s behaviour and has noticed that he struggles to concentrate during lessons, seems distracted at times and is having angry outbursts towards other children. 
The lunchtime supervisor has noticed that Simon seems very reluctant to eat anything in school and takes a long time to eat just a small amount of lunch. 
The teaching assistant in Simon’s class has noticed that Simon often reports having a tummy ache and when they spoke to the class teacher about this, both wondered whether that may be why he is reluctant to eat. 
Simon’s mother says she hasn’t noticed any concerns other than he has started bed-wetting. Mother says she has spoken to Simon’s father who has reassured her this is just because there have been some changes at home. Simon’s father has recently lost his job and so his mother has been working long hours, often overnight, to keep money coming in.  Simon’s mother is tired but is relieved that Simon’s father is happy to look after Simon regularly and that they have a great relationship.  Simon’s mother says that his father “lets him get away with anything”, they are always play-fighting and “whispering about something together”.  She said she thinks his father is a little anxious about looking after Simon on his own as he insists the bedroom and bathroom doors are left open when there’s anyone in them. 
Part 2 
An emotional literacy worker spent some time with Simon each week at school and he didn’t say anything which gave cause for concern.  There were also no more incidents at school. In fact, Simon started to be more focused on his school work than he had been for some time and he was soaring ahead with numeracy and reading.
However, mother’s mental health began to deteriorate. She developed  depression and was exhausted due to continuing to work long hours. Simon was made subject of a child in need plan and the plan was regularly reviewed at core group meetings. Simon’s father, who was still not working, was a reliable attender at core group meetings and was always there when the social worker visited. His mother found meetings more difficult and Simon’s father would often suggest that she stayed at home to reduce the stress she was under.
Simon was still complaining of tummy aches and this remained the only real source of concern for the school. This morning, the teaching assistant asked Simon about his tummy aches and whether his tummy was feeling any better. Simon responded by telling the teaching assistant that his dad had made him suck his willy. He didn’t say how many times or when the last time was.
The teaching assistant informed the designated safeguarding lead who in turn alerted Children’s Social Care. The school are struggling to understand why Simon would say this. From their perspective, there have been no recent behavioural concerns, Simon has been doing very well at school and his father is keeping the family together after his wife’s mental health started to deteriorate. They have developed an excellent relationship with him in recent months.
Taking into account the above information, and the further background information below that has been gathered during an assessment, complete Task sheet 2.
Background information
The GP reports that mother had a miscarriage approximately 1 year ago. The parental relationship has been strained since this time. They haven’t spoken about what happened, though mother cries herself to sleep at night and father says he feels helpless. Her depression has deepened in recent months and the GP is concerned because she is not engaging in offers of counselling.

Father told the GP their sexual relationship has been non-existent since this time. He became increasing low in mood and this led to him becoming very stressed at work; he lost his job after shouting at a customer. 

Father had a difficult family background having experienced significant domestic abuse leading to him coming into care at 12. He never knew his father who left when he was a baby and he gradually lost contact with his mother after coming into care; she stopped coming to contact when he was 14. He moved into independent living and started an apprenticeship at 16 and has always worked, being very proud of his achievements in this area of his life. Having stayed away from alcohol and drugs when he was younger after seeing his mother and her partners abuse substances, he then started to use alcohol as a coping strategy when he met Simon’s mother. He recognises that he was repeating the pattern of being physically and emotionally abusive towards his wife that he had witnessed as a child. He has been able to bring his alcohol intake back under control and states that all he wants now is to be a loving and protective husband and father. 

Mother had a history of being domestically abused by adults she was in  relationships with prior to meeting father. She believed that he was different to the others and has been traumatised by finding out that she was wrong as he started to abuse alcohol and be physically abusive towards her. She is grateful that, since the miscarriage, his drinking has decreased and the violence has stopped. She feels guilty that she can’t be the mother that Simon would like her to be but she is grateful that her husband is stepping in so well to carry out the day to day care of her son. 
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