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Welcome to an engaging day of talks and workshops exploring child sexual abuse, in
partnership with the Centre of expertise on child sexual abuse (CSA Cenftre). Thisroadshow
eventisdesignedtohelp you, andyour colleaguesidentify andrespond to child sexual
abuse and confidently support children andfamilies.

Throughout the day we willsignpost you to helpful advice and guidance to support you in giving
victims, survivors and families affected by child sexual abuse the support they need. Explore the
full schedule and workshops in the programme below.

9:30 AM Welcome gnd infroduction
Karen Harrison (compere)
Carly Speechley and Simon Wanless

9:45 AM Impacts of child sexual abuse
Keynote 1 May Baxter-Thornton

This keynote considers the lifelong impact of child sexual abuse on the child, adolescent, and adult. May uses her own experience of
child sexual abuse within the family environment to discuss the stigma and judgementsinflicted upon those who disclose abuse.

10:45 AM Break and networking (tea / coffee will be provided)

11:15 AM  The scale and nature of child sexual abuse and responding in practice
Keynote 2 Natasha Sabin

Totackle childsexualabuse, we needto properlyunderstandits causes, scope, scale, andimpact.Therehasbeenincreasing
awareness of child sexual abuse and itsimpact on victims and survivors in recent years. Despite this, there are stillmany gaps in our
knowledge and understanding which limit how we can best protect and support those affected.

This session will provide an overview of what we know about the scale of child sexual abuse, bothlocally and nationally; the contextsin
which sexual abuse takes place; the characteristics of those affected; and who it is who perpetrates abuse. It will consider the key
challenges professionals face in the identification and response to child sexual abuse, setting the scene for the afternoon’s workshops.
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12:15PM  The Child Sexual Abuse Response Pathway
Keynote3  Suzanne Taylor

Thissessionwillprovide anoverview ofthe CSACentre’s ChildSexual Abuse Response Pathway -ourdynamic, onlineresourceforall
professionals working with children fo help them understand the steps they can take to protect and support children and their families.

The Response Pathway sets out how to respond to concerns of child sexual abuse at key pointsin the safeguarding and criminal justice
processes, focusing the response on meeting the needs of children and their families throughout. It is designed to empower
professionals to understand the role they and their professional colleagues can play, to best protect and support children. We willfocus
onwhytheResponsePathwayisneeded, howitwasdesigned, pilotingitsimplementationandhowyoucanuseitinpractice. This
session will also include considerations of the local pathway.

12:45 PM Lunch and networking (lunch not provided)

1:45 PM 1) The signs and indicators of child sexualabuse
Workshops  Paul Burnside

‘Professionals rely too heavily on children to verbally disclose’ - Report info child sexual abuse in the family environment JTAI 2020.’

This workshop willintroduce delegates to the CSA Centre's Signs and indicators template to enable professionals to feel confident in
building a picture of the signs and indicatorsin a child's behaviourand presentation, alongside those in the person of concern, and the
vulnerabilitiesin the child’sfamily and widerenvironment. Itincludes a collaborative opportunity to put the Signsandindicatorstemplate
into practice and to consider how this tool can be used effectively within your organisation.

This workshop is for all professionals working directly with children and families, including those who work only with parents.

2) Communicating with children
Suzanne Taylor

We know that professionals and children face many barriersin talking about sexual abuse. Itis vital that anyone who works with children
knowshow torecognise whensomething may be wrong andunderstandshowto give children the confidence to communicate whatis
happening fo them.

This workshop gives professionals the knowledge and confidence to act, using the CSA Centre’s Communicating with children guide.
We willexplain what may be going on for children when they are being sexually abused, what prevents them from talking about their
abuse, and vitallywhat professionals can do to help children speak about whatis happening. This workshopis suitable for all
professionals who work with children.

3) Safety planning in education
Lorraine Myles

Professionalsin education are managing increasing numbers of incidents where there are concems about harmful sexual behaviour—
sexualdiscussions or acts, involving children and young people, that are inappropriate for theirage orstage of development. Often, this
is with limited or conflicting advice about how to assess risk for both the child who has been harmed, and the child who has caused
harm, and how to develop an effective safety plan.

This workshop will introduce the CSA Centre's Safety planning in education - A guide for professionals supporting children following
incidents of harmful sexualbehaviour. It has been developedto support professionalsin theirthinking and decision making where there
hasbeen anincident of harmful sexual behaviourin theireducation setting and gives examples of how professionals can bestrespond
to children’s needs and safety whenincidents occur. This workshop is suitable for professionals from education, agencies supporting
education, sports and leisure, and other related settings.

4) Working with adults affected by childhood sexual abuse
Nici Evans (CSA Centre), Ruth O'Leary & Sarah Thompson-Rutherford (BSARCS)

Victim and survivors of child sexual abuse can be affected in a wider range of ways, but the nature and extent of
the impact experienced vary and not two people are affected in exactly the same way. Sexual abuse can
impact victims and survivors physical and mental health, interpersonal relationships, and several other aspects of
their life.

18th November 2025, Civic Theatre, Eldon Street, Barnsley S70 2JL



Centre of“"

expertise
onchild
sexual abuse

Prioritising child sexual abuse

The reality for most people affected by child sexual abuse is that many feel unable to tell anyone about what
they experienced as a child and so may never have the opportunity to talk about what happened to them.
When asked about this however, victims and survivors consistently report that they want professionals to ask them
about their experiences of sexual abuse. Several reasons however exist that prevent professionals from asking
about child sexual abuse, meaning that adult victims and survivors are often locked into a world of silence and
shame leading to life-long issues and challenges. In response to this, this workshop will offer professionals practical
ways of supporting and talking to adults about childhood sexual abuse and explore the barriers they may face
and the benefits of asking the question. The Barnsley Sexual Assault & Rape Service (BSARCS) will demonstrate
how their initiative means there is a positive shift locally across several services, as they share how they are
supporting Barnsley to “Ask the Question™.

This session is suitable for professionals who work with adults, including those within Children’s Services who work
with families.

2:45 PM Break and networking (tea / coffee will be provided)
3.10 PM 5) The signs and indicators of child sexual
Workshops abuse

Paul Burnside

‘Professionals rely too heavily on children to verbally disclose’ - Report into
child sexual abuse in the family environment JTAI 2020.

This workshop willinfroduce delegates to the CSA Centre's Signs and indicators
template to enable professionals to feel confident in building a picture of the
signsandindicatorsin a child'sbehaviour and presentation, alongside those in
the person of concern, andthe vulnerabilitiesinthe child’s family and wider
environment.ltincludes acollaborative opportunity to put the Signsand
indicators template into practice and to consider how this tool can be used
effectively within your organisation.

This workshop is for all professionals working directly with children and
families, including those who work only with parents.

6) Managing Risk & Trauma
Natasha Sabin

Eachmonth hundreds of families find out a parent or carer has accessed child
sexual abuse material. Understanding how and why this experiencecanbe
fraumatising forfamiliesis the firststepto effectively supportingthem; gettingthe
professionalresponserightis pivotal in helping mitigate theimpact.

This workshop willintroduce delegatesto the CSA Centre’s Managing risk and
trauma afteronline sexual offending guide. It will highlight the research evidence on
thistype of offending and provide practical advice for professionalson how to
safeguardand support families at a time of great emotionaldistress.

This workshop is particularty suitable for social workers and police officers, and for
those supporting either children or adults who are affected by online sexual
offending.

7) Sibling sexual behaviour and abuse
Lorraine Myles

Child sexual abuse takes many forms, but research suggests that asignificant amount is carried out within the family environment,
including by brothers and sisters. Researchindicates thatidentifying and responding to sibling sexual behaviour and abuse can feel
particularly difficult, not least because it challenges commonly held perceptions of sibling relationships

Despite having the core skills to respond to sibling sexual behaviour and abuse, many professionals report a lack of knowledge or
experience fofeelconfidentin doingso effectively.Butresponding to theseissues actually requesthe same skills neededfor
addressing otherconcemsin our practice. This session aims to build participants confidence inidentifying and understanding sibling
sexual behaviour and responding effectively, using our Sibling sexual behaviour guide. This workshop is suitable for all professionals
working with children, young people, and families.
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8) Supporting non-abusing parents and carers
Nici Evans

Research shows that the support the child receives from theirmain caregivers and wider family is one of the most significant factorsin
affectingthelonger-termimpacts of sexualabuse and willhave abiginfluence on how a child willunderstand and respond to whathas
happened.

This workshop willinfroduce professionals to the CSA Centre’s Supporting parents and carers guide, to give them guidance on how best
tosupport parentsinarange of different contexts of child sexual abusein orderto support theirchild. Theimpact on non-abusing
parents/carers of discovering that their child has been sexually abused will be considered alongside the challenges which this impact

can bring foparenting their child effectively.

This workshop is suitable for all professionals working directly with children and families, including those who work only with parents.

4.10 to Summary, closing remarks and getting your feedback
4:30 PM Carly Speechley, Simon Wanless and Natasha Sabin
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Speakers

Carly Speechley

Executive Director of Children’s Services

Carly is the Executive Director of Children’s Services in Barnsley, delegated safeguarding partner and the
current chair of the Barnsley Multi Agency Safeguarding Partnership. Having spent the maijority of her career
in children’s services, and with a background as a social worker Carly is committed to safeguarding children
and young people. Carly is a passionate advocate and leader of our vision across Barnsley children’s
services ‘We are one service, with one goal, working together to build a brighter Barnsley for every child. *

Chief Superintendent Simon Wanless

Barnsley’s South Yorkshire Police District Commander

Chief Supt Wanless has extensive policing experience, having joined SYP in December 1998. He spent the
first 10 years in Sheffield before moving to Barnsley in 2009. He spent five years here as an inspector and
temporary chief inspector until 2014, then moved to go and lead the force’s delivery on the Tour de France.
He found himself back in Sheffield until 2017 when he got promoted to superinfendent and took over the
Operational Support Unit. In 2019 he was on the move again to Doncaster as the investigation’s
superintendent, and then last year was promoted to chief superintendent where he looked after our OSU
again and the Force Control Room, before switching back to Barnsley in September 2022 to head up the
district. Chief Supt Wanless is accredited as a Public Order and Firearms Commander.

Karen Harrison (compere)

Barnsley Safeguarding Children Partnership Multi-Agency Trainer

Karen Harrison has been the Barnsley Safeguarding Children Partnership Multi-Agency Trainer since October
2012. Karen organisers the Children’s Multi-Agency Training and Events Calendar and provides training on a
range of different safeguarding themes to multi-agency audiences.

Karen is a retired Police Officer, having served 30 years in South Yorkshire Police. She spent many years as an
Officer in the Sexual Offence and Child Abuse Unit, dealing with serious offences commiftted against children
and young people.

May Thornton-Baxter

Accomplished public speaker and trainer

May strives to raise awareness of complexities around child sexual abuse. Recently May was part of the Victims & Survivors
Consultative Panel (VSCP) for the Independent Inquiry intfo Child Sexual Abuse (IICSA), in the capacity of both a survivor of
childsexual abuse and forworking with survivors of child sexual abuse, and was specifically recruited due to 15+ years
workingin the field of domestic violence, supporting child and adult survivors of child sexual abuse inrefuges acrossthe
North East of England.

Paul Burnside

Practice Improvement Advisor (Policing), CSA Centre

Paulisaretired Public Protection Detective Inspectorwith Lancashire Police and wasan Inspectoron the HMIC Child
Protectioninspections. He authoredthe first Lancashire Standard Operating procedures forchild sexual exploitation,
creating the first Lancashire Safeguarding Children’s Board Child Sexual Exploitation Action Plan, and the first Multi-Agency
Safeguarding Hub (MASH) manual.

Paul's currentrole at the CSA Centre involves working with police forces across England and Wales to better understand
their effectivenessin tackling and preventing child sexual abuse and influencing good practice. Aswell as this, using our
research and resources, Paul works with the wider team to inform national policy andresponse.
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Emma Hodgson

Practice Improvement Advisor, CSA Centre

Emma is a qualified social worker and practice educator. Prior to joining the CSA Centre Emma worked for the NSPCC for
almost two decadesin the field of children and young people who display harmful sexual behaviour and child sexual abuse
recovery services; with 15 in direct practice and then as a development social worker.

Herrole as a practice educator focused on delivering training, workshops and resources for a wide range of professionals
working with children and families. During this time she developed guidance and training for professionals working directly
withtechnology-assisted harmful sexual behaviour, including completing an MSc in forensic psychology exploring thisissue,
and the tools and resources available to be used by professionals working with young people. Emmal is currently
undertaking a PhD in the sametopic.

Lorraine Myles

Practice Improvement Advisor (Education), CSA Centre

Lorraine is a qualified teacher with almost 30 years' experience in education, from key stage one to four. Starting outin
mainstream schools, Lorraine moved into the special education sector where she worked extensively with children and
young people who experienced abuse and trauma.

During the course of her career, she has worked as an education advisor, headteacher of a Local Authority virtual school for
childrenin care and then as the headteacher for three special schools in the South-East. This included day and residential
schoolsettings, pupilreferral unitsand a secure school-each making dedicated provisions for children with social,
emotional, and mental health needs.

Dr Natasha Sabin

Practice Improvement Advisor, CSA Centre

Natasha is a Forensic Psychologist with professional experience in child sexual abuse. She has worked within Youth Justice
as a practitioner and manager specialising in harmful sexual behaviour. Natasha has also had roles within secure hospitals

and custodial environments where she has predominantly worked with adult males who have committed sexual offences.

Natasha is a visiting lecturer at the University of Birmingham, facilitating teaching sessions to Forensic and Clinical
Psychologists in training.

Suzanne Taylor

Practice Improvement Advisor, CSA Centre

Suzanne is an experienced strategic leader who has worked across the statutory and charity sector over the last 20 years. A
proud Youth Worker by profession, she has experience in practice and leadership of highly successful specialist services for
children, young people and their families.

Prior to joining the CSA Centre, Suzanne led Barnardo's national work on placed ﬁ .
based systems change to support improvements in the response to children who have
been sexually abused or criminally exploited.

Much of her career has been spent in the leadership of

Youth Justice Services across the North West, holding many

additional responsibilities including Greater Manchester

Resettlement Consortium Coordinator, Local Safeguarding ,
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Children Partnership Board member and member of the
Youth Justice Board Workforce Development Council. She
is experienced in working collaboratively to influence
wide-scale culfural change by focussing on co-production
with children, families, and professionals and bringing
research closer to practice.






http://www.compass-uk.org/
http://www.victimsupport.org.uk/
http://www.mbimb.org/
http://www.bsarcs.org/
http://www.idas.org.uk/
https://spectrum-cic.org.uk/
https://www.csacentre.org.uk/
https://www.csacentre.org.uk/newsletter/
https://www.csacentre.org.uk/newsletter/

