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Whole-school approach to child sexual abuse	Pupil survey template
[bookmark: _Toc500332824][bookmark: _Toc500334236][bookmark: _Toc500334424]Pupil survey templates
As part of an audit of your education setting’s current knowledge and practice in relation to child sexual abuse, a pupil survey can give you valuable insights into their experiences in your setting – and can play a vital role in building trust. It gives pupils the opportunity to share their thoughts on issues such as trusted adults and friendships, their understanding and knowledge of healthy relationships, the subjects covered in PSHE/RSE, and how to report concerns about sexual abuse or harmful sexual behaviour. 
[bookmark: _Hlk195090078]A pupil survey is an optional activity within the audit, and does require additional planning to implement. We have produced three pupil questionnaire templates: younger primary for ages 6–8; older primary for ages 9–11; and secondary for ages 11–16. If you carry out a survey, make sure that pupils are given the age-appropriate questionnaire – and encourage them to complete it independently during lesson time, with support from teaching staff as needed. You can adapt the questionnaire(s) to fit your setting.
Before carrying out the survey
a) Brief pupils. Let all pupils know the purpose of the survey, how it will be used, that their answers will be anonymous and kept confidential, that there are no right or wrong answers, and that their participation is voluntary.
b) [bookmark: _Hlk199255230]Prepare. Plan when the survey questionnaire will be given to pupils, how long to allow for completion, who is responsible for supporting pupils to participate in each class or year group and for collecting completed responses (or where completed responses should be handed in), and how and where they will be securely stored. If the survey is to be analysed electronically, use whichever software (e.g. SurveyMonkey, Microsoft Forms) you are most comfortable with. 
c) Emphasise confidentiality and wellbeing. Remind pupils that their responses are confidential, there are no right or wrong answers, and they can skip any questions they do not want to answer. Make clear that they can and should speak to a trusted adult if they want to discuss anything in the survey that causes them concern or distress. 
d) Be ready to follow your setting’s safeguarding procedures if any pupil’s survey response raises safeguarding concerns. It is important that staff supporting pupils with the surveys know what to do if any safeguarding concern arises. Some pupils may not feel able to answer in school; you should let them know that they do not need to explain why, then make alternative arrangements for them to complete the survey and explain these to them. 
e) Administering the surveys. Ensure that support is available for pupils who may need it to complete the survey. For example, younger pupils may need questions read aloud, and pupils with SEND or English as an additional language may benefit from extra explanations or other support.  
[bookmark: _Hlk199255008]Step 2. Interpreting and using the findings to inform your practice
When reviewing the pupil survey findings, it’s important to think about how these findings can inform your practice. For example, pay attention to:
It’s important to remember:
· Be careful with small samples – If only a small number of pupils complete the survey, avoid making broad conclusions, as the results will not be representative of all pupils.
After the survey: interpreting and using the findings
Think about how the survey findings can inform your setting’s practice. Pay attention to:
differences in responses from pupils of different sexes and ages/year groups – for example, if girls report feeling less safe at school than boys, this could highlight an area for further attention
notable or unexpected response patterns – if a large number of pupils answer ‘don’t know’ or ‘no’ to any question, this may suggest a lack of awareness or confidence in that area
low responses for particular questions – if any questions get significantly fewer responses than others, this may indicate that pupils didn’t understand the question or didn’t feel comfortable answering it
Remember to be careful with small samples – do not draw broad conclusions if only a small number of pupils complete the survey, as the results will not be representative of all pupils in your setting.
Follow up on the findings. If you want to explore any of the survey findings more deeply with your pupils, consider running focus groups. Consider the composition of these groups – do you want a mixture of ages or focus on one age group, and both sexes or only boys or girls? – and ensure there is good representation from across your pupil population.


Pupil survey: Young primary (ages 6–8)
Questions may be read out by the teacher, with pupils marking their answers on the paper survey.
	About you


1. How old are you? __________
2. Are you a girl?        Or a boy?        Or would you prefer not to say? 
	Your views


Now please tick to show whether you agree or disagree with these statements.
	
	Always

	Sometimes
[image: ]
	Never


	3. I always feel safe in my school
	
	
	

	4. I can speak to a member of staff if I am worried about anything
	
	
	

	5. There is an adult in my school who will notice if I am sad or worried
	
	
	

	6. My teachers are good at helping if I am worried about something outside school
	
	
	

	7. My teachers help pupils to be kind to each other
	
	
	

	8. My teachers notice when pupils are being unkind to one another
	
	
	

	9. My teachers are good at helping when pupils are unkind to one another
	
	
	




Pupil survey: Older primary (ages 9–11)
	About you


1. How old are you? __________
2. Are you a girl?        Or a boy?        Or would you prefer not to say? 
	Your views


Now please tick to show whether you agree or disagree with these statements.
	
	Always

	Sometimes
[image: ]
	Never


	3. I always feel safe at school
	
	
	

	4. I can speak to a member of staff if I am worried about anything
	
	
	

	5. My teachers would notice if I was unhappy or worried about something
	
	
	

	6. I have been taught about what makes a happy and safe friendship
	
	
	

	7. I have been taught in school what to call the private parts of my body
	
	
	

	8. If I found out someone in my class had sent a nasty text message about me, I would ask a member of staff to help
	
	
	

	9. If I found out that someone in my class had shared a picture of me without my permission, I have an adult who can help me
	
	
	

	10. I would know what to do if someone touched me in a way that made me worried or confused
	
	
	

	11. I would know what to do if a friend told me someone had touched their private parts
	
	
	




Pupil survey: Secondary (ages 11–16)
	About you


1. How old are you? __________
2. Are you female?         Or male?         Or identify otherwise?         Or rather not say? 
	Your views


Now please tick to show whether you agree or disagree with these statements.
	
	Yes
	Not sure
	No

	3. I always feel safe at school
	
	
	

	4. I have a trusted adult who I can speak to if I am worried about anything
	
	
	

	5. My teachers would notice if I was unhappy or worried about something
	
	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk141090011]6. I have been taught about safe and healthy relationships
	
	
	

	7. The teachers ask for our views about subjects we want to cover in PHSE/RSE
	
	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk141090126]8. I understand how the internet and social media can be used to cause harm
	
	
	

	9. I know there are different types of abuse and that this includes sexual abuse
	
	
	

	10. I know that friends or family members can sexually harm people close to them
	
	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk141090151]11. I know to report concerns about online abuse, extortion and exploitation
	
	
	

	12. I know how to spot signs of grooming
	
	
	

	13. I would know what to do if another young person touched any private parts of my body without my consent
	
	
	

	14. I would know what to do if an adult I know touched me in a way that made me feel worried or confused
	
	
	

	15. I would know what to do if a friend told me that they were in a relationship with an adult
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