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Whole-setting approach to child sexual abuse	Questions for staff, pupils and parents/carers
Questions for staff, pupils and parents/carers
When conducting an audit of your education setting’s current knowledge and practice around child sexual abuse, you can use the following questions to guide discussions with your colleagues, with pupils and with their parents/carers in order to inform your assessment across the audit’s six areas of practice. Please note that these questions are designed to be asked as prompts to open up discussion.
[bookmark: _Toc223711138][bookmark: _Toc224568060](1) Do your setting’s ethos, values and culture promote safe and respectful relationships between all members of the community?
Questions for staff to discuss: 
Does our setting have a shared vision and values that promote positive relationships between pupils, between pupils and staff, and between our setting and parents/carers? If so, how do they promote positive relationships?
Do relationships between pupils, between pupils and staff, and between our setting and parents/carers reflect our setting's vision and values? If so, in what ways?
How effectively does our setting encourage stakeholder feedback about its practice and policies?
How, and to what extent, does our setting embrace and promote diversity in its leadership, workforce and spaces?
Does our setting have appropriate systems for safe recruitment? If so, how effective are they?
How effective are our setting’s systems for managing low-level concerns?
What improvements could strengthen our setting’s culture and ethos so they better support positive relationships between all members of our community?
Questions for discussion with pupils or parents/carers:
Do you know what our setting's values are?
How relevant are these values to daily life in our setting?
Where do you see these values reflected in our everyday practice?
How well does our setting prioritise pupil wellbeing?
How effectively do staff act as positive role models?
Is stereotypical, unkind or harmful behaviour challenged consistently?
Are pupils encouraged to share feedback about how our setting is run? If so, how?
Additional questions for parents/carers: 
Are you encouraged to share feedback about how our setting is run?
How well does our setting embrace and promote diversity?
Can you share any examples of how we do this well?
How could we improve it?
[bookmark: _Toc223711139][bookmark: _Toc224568061](2) Is your staff team equipped to notice, respond to and prevent child sexual abuse?
Questions for staff to discuss: 
How well do you understand the scale and nature of child sexual abuse?
How effective are our setting’s training opportunities for you to develop your knowledge and understanding of child sexual abuse?
How clear is your responsibility to protect pupils from child sexual abuse?
How confident are you in identifying signs and indicators of possible child sexual abuse?
How confident are you in speaking to a child when you have concerns of child sexual abuse, or the child has told you or someone else that they are being sexually abused?
How effective are our setting’s information-sharing systems in keeping all staff alert to priorities relating to child sexual abuse?
What would better equip staff to take appropriate action?
[bookmark: _Toc223711141][bookmark: _Toc224568062](3) Do learning opportunities throughout the curriculum promote safe and healthy relationships? 
Questions for staff to discuss: 
How well is PSHE/RSE prioritised within the curriculum in our setting?
Do you have access to materials and continuing professional development to support your delivery of PSHE/RSE? What is the quality of these materials/CPD?
How effectively do our setting’s leadership team and/or curriculum co-ordinators create safe spaces for staff to discuss and share learning around PSHE/RSE delivery?
Does the staff team has capacity to respond to emerging issues within the curriculum? How well does the team manage these issues?
Are key messages about healthy relationships and help-seeking reinforced across the wider curriculum? How clearly is this done?
How effectively are pupils taught about social media, pornography, and their impacts on healthy relationships, distortions of body image, and mental health?
How well does the PSHE/RSE curriculum teach pupils how to report concerns about online harms, abuse and exploitation?
How regularly and frequently are pupils’ views gathered about the PSHE/RSE curriculum’s delivery and content?
What improvements could strengthen our setting’s use of learning to promote safe and healthy relationships?
Questions for discussion with pupils:
How important is PSHE/RSE in what you learn within our setting?
Where in the curriculum do you see messages about healthy relationships and how to get help? 
What have you been taught about the impact of social media and viewing pornography on relationships and wellbeing? Has our setting’s PSHE/RSE curriculum taught you enough about how these can give a false picture of healthy relationships?
How confident are you in using what you’ve learned about healthy relationships in different situations?
What have you been taught about how the internet and social media can be used to cause harm?
Have you been taught how to report concerns about inappropriate online content such as abuse, extortion and exploitation?
How often are you asked for your views on our setting’s PSHE/RSE curriculum and how it is taught?
Questions for discussion with parents/carers:
How well is PSHE/RSE prioritised within our setting’s curriculum?
Are your views sought about our setting’s RSE curriculum delivery and content?
Can you suggest any ways in which we could improve how our setting uses learning to promote safe and healthy relationships?
[bookmark: _Toc223711140][bookmark: _Toc224568063](4) Is engagement with and support for pupils underpinned by an understanding of child sexual abuse and trauma? 
Questions for staff to discuss: 
Do you understand the additional vulnerabilities that can place pupils at increased risk of sexual abuse?
Do you understand the barriers to engaging with children and families, and how these can be overcome?
Do you understand the impact that sexual abuse can have on children and young people?
Do you understand how to support children who have been abused or are at risk of abuse, through a trauma-informed approach?
Do you understand how to follow up on concerns you have for children in your care?
Do you feel confident in knowing how to talk to children if they have concerns?
Do you understand how concerns are followed up with children, the action taken, and outcomes?
What improvements could strengthen how our setting’s engagement with pupils is underpinned by an understanding of abuse and trauma?
[bookmark: _Toc224568064](5) Is your setting's response to child sexual abuse informed by engagement with your community and professional networks?
Questions for staff to discuss: 
How well do our setting’s leaders reflect diversity, inclusion and intersectionality within practice?
How effectively does our setting make space for pupils in marginalised groups to share their views?
How well is our activity monitored to ensure it is having impact?
How visibly is our setting represented in community networks or events?
How effectively does our setting collaborate with professional and community partners to inform safeguarding activity?
How well does our setting offer opportunities for pupils to share concerns about community issues, and support them to do so?
How effectively does our setting facilitate and/or signpost parents/carers to events/information that raise awareness of child sexual abuse?
How well is our setting’s response to child sexual abuse informed by information from across our professional and community networks?
What improvements could strengthen how our setting’s response to child sexual abuse is informed by information from our networks?
Questions for discussion with pupils or parents/carers:
How well do our setting’s leaders reflect diversity, inclusion and intersectionality in everyday practice?
Do you have opportunities and feel able to share concerns about issues in the community?
Additional questions for parents/carers: 
How effectively does our setting facilitate and/or signpost you to events/information that raise awareness of child sexual abuse?
Can you give any examples of how we do this well? 
How could we improve it?
[bookmark: _Toc223711143][bookmark: _Toc224568065](6) Does your setting respond to concerns about child sexual abuse promptly, fairly and consistently? 
Questions for staff to discuss: 
Do you understand how to record your concerns about child sexual abuse, including harmful sexual behaviour?
Can our setting's mechanisms to report incidents be accessed easily?
Do you feel that that concerns are recorded consistently across our setting?
Do you feel that misunderstandings in recording and reporting are addressed promptly in our setting?
How effectively do you think our setting scrutinises patterns of reporting about particular groups of children or by particular staff groups or departments, so that under- or over-reporting in relation to any groups can be identified?
Does our setting generate data reports which focus specifically on child sexual abuse?
Does our setting use data to identify emerging trends relating to child sexual abuse?
Does our setting have a clear action plan for responding to identified emerging trends, involving partners as needed? How clear is it?
How consistent is our setting’s approach to managing incidents between pupils, including harmful sexual behaviour and online harms?
Are support plans for children who have been harmed, and those who have caused harm, reviewed regularly to assess their effectiveness?
How secure are the arrangements that our setting has in place with statutory partners?
Are information, advice and learning shared in a timely way by statutory partners?
When referrals to statutory partners do not meet the threshold for action, do you know what actions you can take, including escalation?
How well do you think governors/trustees understand issues relating to child sexual abuse within our setting?
How visible is child sexual abuse within governors/trustees’ monitoring and assurance activity?
What improvements could strengthen our setting’s response to incidents of child sexual abuse?
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